OLD  BYE  PIT. 


Good  people  pay  attention,  unto  my  mournful  tale, 
Concerning  a  calamity  which  causes  to  hewail, 

Of  one  explosion  that  took  place, 

As  you  shall  shortly  hear, 

Which  happened  at  the  Albion  Mines, 

All  on  this  present  year. 

’Twas  about  the  first  of  J  une, eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one 
The  miners  from  their  work  returned  before  the  set  of  sun 
At  half  past  ten  that  very  same  night, 

We  heard  a  dreadful  sound  ; 

The  like  of  some  volcano  agency 
Had  shook  the  earth  all  round. 

Out  of  the  pit  the  smoke  arose, 

In  volumes  to  the  sky, 

.And  quick  the  sad  intelligence, 

To  every  corner  fly. 

The  women  half  distracted  ran, 

In  bitterness  to  know 

The  number  that  was  lying  in 

Those  fiery  vaults  below. 

The  miners  in  confusion  ran 
Unto  the  scenes  of  woe. 

To  lend  a  hand  in  hopes  to  find 
Those  sufferers  below. 

Those  sufferer’s  names,  whose  fate  it  was. 

To  meet  this  untimely  death. 

Was  young  Robinson,  a  widow’s  son, 

Her  only  stay  on  earth, 

Roache  and  McKenzie,  who  did  share 
The  same  untimely  fate. 

No  one  can  tell  how  it  befell, 

The  origin  what  relays. 

The  lost,  their  bodies  still  remain 
In  solitude  below. 

With  brimful  eyes  the  orphan's  cries 
And  widow's  tears  do  flow. 

One  for  a  husband  pines  in  grief 
Those  silent  nights  away; 

While  others  for  their  children  dear 
Do  weep  on  easily . 

But  Vruised  and  mangle  I  be  their  form, 

They’ll  stand  in  bright  array 
Before  Jehovah’s  blessei  throne, 

On  that  great  judgment  day. 

I  hope  the  agent  will  apply, 

With  all  his  wit  and  skill, 

To  bring  their  remains  from  where  they  lay, 

If  it  be  kind  heroes  will, 

That  all  their  earthly  friends  might  see 
Their  bodies  borne  away, 

And  laid  into  that  silent  dust, 

In  their  last  cold  bed  of  clay. 
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